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Introduction

• Will Brexit affect me

• The current situation

• The adviser’s perspective

• Concerns and implications

• The Border

• The shape of the post-Brexit world

• Action plan



Will Brexit affect me?

• Yes

• No

• Maybe

• Not thought about it

• Does it matter

• The ‘ostrich’ approach



Currently

• The free movement of safe and wholesome food 
is an essential aspect of the internal market and 
contributes significantly to the health and well-
being of citizens, and to their social and 
economic interests.

• A high level of protection of human life and 
health should be assured in the pursuit of 
Community policies. 

Recital to Regulation (EC) 178/2002



The Adviser’s Perspective

• Treaties

• Regulations

• Directives

• Case law

• Guidance

• Issues – application, enforcement, penalty



Concerns

• Influence without direct power

• Uncertainty about long term rules

• Uncertainty about customers/suppliers

• Impact on food availability and security

• Setting the agenda - but with limitations

• A change in the risk profile



The UK regulatory stance

• The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill

• Retain

 EU Regulations

 UK-made ‘EU’ laws

• Not retain

 EU Directives

 Changes to EU law after exit day

• EU case law



The implications

• Divergence in law and policy
 Labelling/G.I.’s 

 Claims

 Nutrition

 Animal welfare

 GMO

• More trade hurdles

• The impact on the food chain

• The ‘food footprint’



The Border

• UK as a Third Country

• UK/EU border

• ROI/NI 

• NI as a separate ‘customs area’

• Common Travel Area

• COO/POP



The world of food after Brexit

• Safe 

• Not misleading

• Legal/authentic

• Regulated

• Enforced

• Suitable trading conditions



The world of food after Brexit

• Supply chain(s)

• Food security 

• Criminal activity

• Markets

• Innovation

• Threats to consumer safety



What do we want

• Clarity

• Certainty

• Consistency

• Confidence

• Compliance

• Communication



What should we do?

• Prepare - how

• Plan(s) – for what

• Positivity - difficult

• Position – to be in best place to survive

• Pain – minimise

• Prosper – or else



Dos and Don’ts

• Do -

Be proactive

• Do not -

Procrastinate

• Above all else –

Ignore ‘carpe diem’



The future

• The free movement of safe and wholesome food 
is an essential aspect of the [internal] market 
and contributes significantly to the health and 
well-being of citizens, and to their social and 
economic interests.

• A high level of protection of human life and 
health should be assured in the pursuit of 
[Community] policies. 

Recital to Regulation (EC) 178/2002
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